
THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WEST TEXAS

✬ Watch and Pray
A Series of Daily Reflections on the
Sunday Readings for Advent 2014

Advent IV ✬ Sunday, December 21
Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Canticle 15 (Magnificat); Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

If you have a home Advent wreath, the following simple liturgy for lighting the fourth candle on 
your wreath will guide you each day this week. The liturgy is drawn from our readings for this 
fourth week in Advent. 

Prayers for candle-lighting
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
[Light the candle]
For nothing is impossible with God. 
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

Interpreting the Readings
We hear several important themes emerge from our readings this week: God is always 
present and on the move in the lives of God’s people, recognizing and honoring those 
who are humble and open to hearing and responding to the word of God in their lives.  

Our first reading comes from the canonical book called 2 Samuel. Most scholars agree 
that both 1 and 2 Samuel were written during the Babylonian exile (6th century BCE). 
They offer theological interpretations of the reasons for the demise of the kingdoms of 
Israel (in the north) and Judah (in the south) over the course of the preceding centuries. 
More specifically, our Advent IV reading from 2 Samuel focuses on a “dialogue” 
between Israel’s great King David and the Lord (through the prophet Nathan). This 
passage, as with much of 1 and 2 Samuel, presents King David as a man clearly blessed 
by the Lord despite his complex, ambiguous character.  

We briefly mentioned some of the major themes of the Gospel of Luke in Session Three. 
In this gospel, Jesus works to free, comfort, heal, feed, and reconcile his people to God. 
In his ministry, empowered by the Holy Spirit, Jesus enacts the great jubilee proclaimed 
by Isaiah (“the year of the Lord’s favor”), a time when debts are forgiven, captives are 



freed, and land returned to those who were earlier forced to sell it. In Luke, we might 
say that Jesus “levels the playing field” for all people, raising up the lowly and outcast 
of our world, while bringing down the high and mighty to their proper place before 
God. These major themes in the Gospel of Luke are introduced in the Magnificat, also 
known as the Song of Mary, assigned for this Advent IV Sunday. We hear the young 
Mary’s gratitude that God has looked favorably on her, God’s “lowly servant” to use 
her own words of self-description, while casting down the mighty from their thrones 
and sending the rich away empty. 

In Luke’s story of the Annunciation to Mary, which is today’s gospel reading, we hear 
echoes of our first passage from 2 Samuel. The angel Gabriel tells Mary “the Lord is 
with you” and promises her that the Holy Spirit will come upon her, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow her. As Mary’s life takes this unexpected and dramatic 
turn, she can take comfort in the abiding presence of the Lord in her life. 

For Reflection
From the beginning, God’s faithful people have regularly looked back on earlier events 
in their lives and tried to identify the many ways God has been active, both with 
blessings and with creative judgments. As you begin this fourth and final week of 
Advent, take a few minutes to look back on earlier events in your own life and that of 
your congregation. Do you now see more clearly some of the ways God was at work, at 
times confirming your faithfulness and at other times judging your waywardness to 
help you get back on track? Give thanks to God for all these insights, since our lives 
today are shaped both by the blessings we’ve received, as well as the redirection that 
comes from our stumbles. 

Recall an experience in your own life when your awareness of God’s abiding presence 
helped you through a difficult or challenging time. 
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Monday, December 22  ✬ I have been with you wherever you went! 

Prayers for candle-lighting
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
[Light the candle]
For nothing is impossible with God. 
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

2 Samuel 7:5b-7
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this 
day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have 
moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of 
the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 
 

Interpretation 
Israel’s great King David is worried because he is now living in a grand house of cedar, 
while the ark of God continues to travel with the Israelites and tabernacle with them in 
a moveable tent. David ponders whether he should build a house of cedar for the Lord 
to match the quality and permanence of his own home. 

In today’s reading we hear God’s response to David through the prophet Nathan. God 
is incredulous, reminding David that the Lord has always been with the people of Israel 
from their deliverance out of Egypt until now. The Lord never once has asked Israel to 
build a permanent residence for the Lord. God is quite happy to live in a tent and 
tabernacle in the midst of the people as they move from place to place. 

In a few short days, we will celebrate how God has chosen to come among the people in 
the person of Jesus Christ. He is the one who continues to move among God’s people 
without any kind of permanent residence. Jesus Christ is the one who promises in the 
Gospel of Matthew that “where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.” According to the author of the Gospel of John, in the person of Jesus the 
“Word became flesh and tabernacled among us.” This obvious allusion to today’s 
reading, among others, highlights how God, through Jesus Christ, continues even now 
to dwell in our midst and to travel with us wherever we go. 

For Reflection
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We often and easily recognize those special times when we encounter God in the 
church’s worship and sanctuary, which we often characterize as the “house” of God! 
Sometimes, like King David, we forget that, like us, God is always on the move out in 
the world. Take a few moments today to identify some recent events in your daily life 
when you were aware that God was traveling with you or saw God traveling with 
others whom you know. What are some markers that help you recognize it is God who 
is present with you or with those you know? 
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Tuesday, December 23  ✬ God looks with favor on God’s humble servants 

Prayers for candle-lighting
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
[Light the candle]
For nothing is impossible with God. 
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

Luke 1:46-48a
And Mary said, 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.” 

Interpretation 
Humility is not a virtue we often see displayed in public life. Humble politicians seldom 
make headlines or boast that they have solutions to the large-scale issues we face in the 
world today. Humble athletes usually don’t give exciting or controversial interviews 
that make the rounds on television or the internet. Humble business leaders are 
frequently criticized for failing to exercise aggressive leadership in challenging times.

But over and over the scriptures tell us that God values humility in those who serve the 
Lord. Today is no exception. With all her inspired energy and exuberance, the youthful 
but humble Mary acknowledges the goodness of the Lord acting in her life. Although 
the Greek word is translated as “lowly” in the NRSV version of this passage from Luke, 
the word signifies the quality of unpretentious behavior in a person, suggesting a total 
lack of arrogance or pride. This unpretentiousness and humility are human qualities the 
Lord consistently recognizes and honors.   

For Reflection
Who are some people in your life who model humility for you and your congregation? 
Identify some areas in your own life where you might pray to the Lord for greater 
humility.  

Identify some recent, specific times when you saw God “look with favor” on one of 
God’s humble servants. 
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Wednesday, December 24  ✬ Let it be with me according to your word.

Prayers for candle-lighting
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
[Light the candle]
For nothing is impossible with God. 
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

Luke 1:38 "
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.”

Interpretation 
The angel Gabriel appears to Mary and announces some amazing news:

• The Lord is with Mary. 
• She has found favor with God. 
• She will conceive and bear a son because the Holy Spirit will come upon her.
• The power of the Most High will overshadow her, such that the child to be born 

will be holy. 
• The Lord will even give to this child the kingly throne of his ancestor David. 

Mary recognizes immediately that this news is fraught with danger, since she is an 
unmarried virgin. 

• Pregnancy under these circumstances will undoubtedly bring shame on Mary 
and her family. 

• It may even lead her family to abandon Mary to the street. 

Yet Mary’s trust in the Lord is remarkable. She acknowledges her role as the Lord’s 
servant, and consents to partner with God according to the word of God she has 
received, no matter what the consequences might be for her life or that of her family.  

I have recently watched with awe the courageous doctors whose faith has empowered 
them to go to West Africa to treat the victims of the Ebola virus. I can easily imagine the 
fear, doubt and questioning of their family members who recognize the risk these 
doctors are taking to respond faithfully to the word of God in their own lives. 

For Reflection:
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Identify a time when you or a friend responded to God’s word, even when that 
response seemed foolish, questionable or dangerous to family and friends. Did that 
decision bear fruit? If so, what fruit? 

Frequently, our past experiences with God contribute to our willingness to respond 
positively to God’s word in the present time. What past experiences with God 
contributed to the faithful response you identified in the preceding questions? 
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Thursday, December 25, Christmas Day  ✬ Nothing is impossible with God!

Prayers for candle-lighting
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 
[Light the candle]
For nothing is impossible with God. 
The Almighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his Name. 

Today is Christmas. We welcome the newborn Jesus Christ into the world and into our 
lives anew. Jesus is the one whose humility and faithfulness God consistently recognizes 
and honors. He is the one whose humility and faithful obedience to the word of God in 
his life will lead him ultimately to a shameful death on the cross. Jesus Christ is also the 
one whom God will one day raise from the dead to demonstrate for us once and for all 
time that nothing is impossible with God! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us welcome the newborn Jesus Christ into our lives today! 

Closing Prayer for Our Study. 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may
share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share
our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen. (Collect for the Second Sunday After Christmas Day). 
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